
 

 

 Spring 2009 

Library News: English Literatures 
You’ll notice that “News from the Library” has a new banner this quarter. As ever, I’d be 
very interested to hear your critiques. Please email me at sgwenzel@uchicago.edu with any 
questions you may have about the library’s collections and services, or with any comments 
and suggestions about the content and design of this newsletter. 

When do you prefer Ebooks to Print? 

The Library is going to expand the options for purchasing books so that more electronic 
books will be available for acquisition where we previously had only the option of purchasing 
a print copy. Since I’ll be making the decision as to which format we add to the collection, I 
would value your opinion as to which types of books are most useful to have as ebooks 
(e.g., conference proceedings, collected essays) and what are most useful in print (e.g., 
stand-alone monographs, novels, poetry). I welcome all of your thoughts and comments, 
which will inform my decisions. 

Chicago Poetry Symposium ‘09 

The Special Collections Research Center (SCRC) at the University of Chicago Library invites 
you to the second annual Chicago Poetry Symposium, a yearly conversation on the history 
of Chicago poetry. Held in the SCRC the event highlights growing archival and book holdings 
in the history of Chicago poetry. 

The three talks this year feature Collegiate Assistant Professor Liesl Olson on Gertrude 
Stein’s visits to Chicago, poet Andrew Joron on the Chicago Surrealist Group, and librarian 
David Pavelich on Ralph J. Mills, Jr. 

The symposium highlights the SCRC's strong archival and book holdings in the history of 
Chicago poetry, including the papers of Harriet Monroe and her Poetry: A Magazine of 
Verse, Paul Carroll, Chicago Review, Flood Editions, and others. Manuscripts and books will 
be on display during the reception period.  Visit the Special Collections Research Center blog 
for more information.   
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BA & MA Thesis Workshop: Using other Libraries, 
Archives & Special Collections 

Please encourage your students planning on doing research in libraries outside of the 
University of Chicago to attend a workshop that will help them prepare, avoid surprises and 
be successful. David Bottorff (Head of Stacks), Julia Gardner (Reference Librarian, SCRC) 
and I will offer practical information for using libraries, special collections & archives. It will 
be particularly useful for students doing research over the summer, but is relevant to 
anyone planning a research trip (whether in the US or abroad).  Details are available on the 
Events Calendar.  If anyone can’t make that session or would prefer to talk one-on-one, I 
am more than happy to offer the workshop again or to set up a meeting. 

Spring Calendar 

Exhibition:  “On Equal Term”: Educating Women at the University of 
Chicago 

Special Collections Research Center 
Main Gallery 
March 16 - July 14, 2009 
 
Since the University welcomed its first students in the fall of 1892, women have had very 
different stories to tell about the experiments in co-education and faculty diversification; the 
experience of the classroom, the laboratory, the dorm, and the streets of Hyde Park; the 
issues of mentorship, intellectual community, and career advancement; and the 
opportunities for political action and community involvement, for friendship, romance, and 
sexual experimentation. 

The exhibition draws from the rich University archives located in the Special Collections 
Research Center . Visitors can also check out an iPod from the front desk of Special 
Collections and listen to excerpts from a group of more than 70 oral histories with alumnae 
conducted by The Center for Gender Studies at the University of Chicago. 

Exhibition:  Visions of Heaven:  Astronomical Observation through 
the Ages 

John Crerar Library 
Atrium 
April 13 - October 2, 2009 
 
From ancient times to the modern day humans have charted the sky and stars.  View a 
history of the tools they used, from the earliest observatories and instruments to recent 
innovations in telescope technology.   This Crerar Library exhibit is in conjunction with the 
celebration of the International Year of Astronomy 2009, the 400th anniversary of Galileo’s 
use of the telescope. 
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Use MLA or ABELL for Victorian Literature 

Victorian Database  

As the Library seeks to reduce its expenditures, both short and long term, we are examining 
our electronic indices for duplication (more information on the Library’s budget initiatives is 
available at http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/about/budgetreduction.html).  Since the Modern 
Language Association Bibliography and the Annual Bibliography of English Language and 
Literature duplicate almost the entirety of the Victorian Database, we have cancelled that 
subscription. Please let me know if you have questions or comments, or if I can help you 
find additional resources for research on the Victorian era. 

Service Change 

Paper Due Date Slips Eliminated for Indefinite and Quarterly Loans  

To promote environmental sustainability and reduce expenses, the University of Chicago 
Library ceased printing paper due date slips for quarterly or indefinite loans as of March 30. 
 In addition to conserving resources by reducing use of paper, ink, and equipment, this 
change will save users and Library staff time by simplifying the checkout process. 

Users will continue to receive printed due date slips for reserve items and any other short 
term loans, making such items easier for users to identify. As in the past, users will be able 
to check the due dates and times for all items they have checked out, and to renew 
quarterly loan items as defined in Library policies, by logging in to “My Library Account” on 
the Library’s “My Accounts” page. 

New Acquisitions 

Books 

Browse new acquisitions online at http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/newbooks/.  (See PN for 
general theory, PR for English literature, PS for American literature, etc.)  Selected new 
items this month include: 

The Oxford history of English lexicography 
Cowie, Anthony Paul. PE 1611 .O94 2009 
 
Transatlantic print culture, 1880-1940 : emerging media, emerging modernisms 
Ardis, Ann L. & Patrick Collier. PN4867 .T73 2008 
 
The inarticulate Renaissance : language trouble in an age of eloquence 
Mazzio, Carla. PR418.E45 M39 2009 
 
British women poets and the romantic writing community 
Behrendt, Stephen C. PR585.W6 B47 2009 
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Embracing the other : addressing xenophobia in the new literatures in English 
Mohr, Dunja M. PR9080.5 .E43 2008 
 
Chicano novels and the politics of form : race, class, and reification  
González, Marcial. PS153.M4 G63 2009 
 
Thriving on a riff : jazz & blues influences in African American literature and film 
Lock, Graham & David Murray. PS153.N5 T465 2009 
 
Cannibal old me : spoken sources in Melville's early works  
Edwards, Mary K. Bercaw. PS2388.T4 E49 2009 
 

Building and Renovation News 
 
Construction of Mansueto Library Foundation Wall Is Complete 
 
Construction of the first of three major components of the Joe and Rika Mansueto Library—
the slurry wall—was completed on March 26. This foundation wall extends roughly 60 feet 
below ground at its deepest point and is part of the system that will support the Library’s 
glass dome and protect its collection.  The other two major components of the building, the 
glass dome that will top the Library’s ground floor and the automated storage and retrieval 
system, are scheduled for completion in August 2010 and November 2010 respectively. 

For information about the construction of the Mansueto Library, including anticipated work 
hours and noise levels, visit the Mansueto Web site’s This Month’s Work page. Photos of the 
construction are available through our Mansueto Library Web site and Flickr.   

Your Bibliographer:  Sarah G. Wenzel 

Questions about the library? Want to order a book?  

I develop and maintain collections in English & Romance Literatures, as well as provide 
specialized reference service in those areas.  I work with faculty & instructors to teach 
students about research and using the library. 

Contact me at sgwenzel@uchicago.edu or 773.702.8448 – or stop by my office: Regenstein 
363. 
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