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The majority of the Library’s collections are shelved by the Library of 
Congress Classif ication System.Each letter combination represents 
a subject area.

Find the item in the Library Catalog.
Scroll to “Circulation Status.”
Click on “Not on Shelf?” and f ill in 
requested information.

East  Asian Co llect ions 
– 

East Asian/CJK materials with Library of Congress call 
numbers are shelved in a separate sequence in the 5th floor 
bookstacks.  Harvard-Yenching/CJK materials are in a 
separate sequence in the B Level West bookstacks.

1.
2.
3.

For items with the location “Regenstein, 
Bookstacks,” the f irst letter(s)in the call 
number will guide you to the correct f loor.  

Read this part as a whole number 
(PS3551 would come before PS3650).

Once you’ve found the correct section, 
search alphabetically on the shelves for 
this letter. The numbers should be read as 
decimals (.N257 U53 would come between
 .N257 U450 and .N257 U6).

Some call numbers may include the year 
of publication.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Oversized (folio) item. Folios in the bookstacks on floors 2, 3, 4, and 5 
are shelved in a separate sequence at the north end of these floors. 
Folios on the B-level are shelved in a separate sequence near their class.

Extremely large (elephant folio) item. With the exception of materials in 
the East Asian collections, all elephant folios are shelved in a separate 
sequence in the 2nd floor bookstacks.

b level west


