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120 Years Old, 30 Years Young,
and a Library for All Time
The John Crerar Library’s history of nurturing research and learning in the sciences continues

I
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T HOLDS A PLACE OF DISTINCTION IN THE WORLD OF LIBRARIES. In 2014,
we celebrate the 120th anniversary of the founding of the John Crerar Library, and the 30th
anniversary of the library’s move to the University of Chicago. Since its beginnings, the
Crerar Library has offered unique collections and innovative technology and services that
nurture research and learning in Chicago. And we see this as only the beginning of the Crerar
Library’s history; its core values are as important today and in the future as they were at the
Library’s founding.
The John Crerar Library was founded in 1894 and first opened its doors to the citizens of
Chicago on April 1, 1897, with a collection numbering over 30,000 volumes. Located in the Marshall
Field Building on State Street, it was to be, according to John Crerar in his 1886 will, a “library for
all time” and the City of Chicago. Indeed it has been. In 2014, collections have grown to 1.4 million
volumes, services have evolved, and facilities have changed; however, the library has remained open
not only to Chicagoans but also to researchers from around the world interested in the sciences.
continued on page 2

John Crerar

Stubbins Associates, perspective rendering of the John Crerar Library, [1984]. Archival Buildings File. PAGE 1 BOTTOM:
John Crerar, University of Chicago Photographic Archive, apf 1-02009. ABOVE, FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: 1. Alexandre Martin (b.1795).
Manuel de l’amateur de café... Paris: Audot, 1828. John Crerar Collection of Rare Books in the History of Science and Medicine.
2. The John Crerar Library, Marshall Field Building, Technology Reading Room 1. University of Chicago Photographic Archive,
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A L I B R A R Y F O R A L L T I M E continued from page 1

Developing outstanding collections
has been a priority for the John Crerar
Library since its beginnings. John
Crerar did not specify the scope of the
library but indicated that it must not
contain nastiness and immorality, such
as dirty French novels and all skeptical
trash and works of questionable moral
tone. Envisioned by its earliest leaders
to complement and not compete with
the existing Newberry and Chicago
Public Libraries, the John Crerar
Library included philosophy, physical
and natural sciences, the fine arts and
sociology and economics.
In 1906, the Library expanded
the collection in response to requests
by local medical institutions to bring
medical literature together with related
science material already located at
Crerar. The collection of valuable
medical and surgical literature formed
by Dr. Nicholas Senn and originally
given to the Newberry Library was
moved to the John Crerar Library with
the approbation of Dr. Senn. In later
decades the social sciences and arts
collections were transferred to other
libraries, in order to focus Crerar’s
collections on the sciences, medicine,
and technology. Today, the Library
continues to respond to changes in
user needs, areas of research, and the
University’s curriculum. One example
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is purchasing electronic databases,
journals, and books, in response to
the preference of researchers in the
sciences for electronic material. Another
is a change to the collection scope in
support of the Institute for Molecular
Engineering following its establishment
at the University in 2011.
Pioneering innovative uses of
technology and user services is a
hallmark of the John Crerar Library. In
1912, Crerar was one of the first libraries
in the U.S. to offer a photoduplication
service, providing copies of material

from the collection to researchers outside
Chicago instead of lending material.
The Research Information Service
(RIS) offered intensive expert research
assistance. Established in 1946, it was,
reportedly, the first fee-based research
service of its kind in the country. The
Corporate Members Program was
established in 1951 to provide companies
access to research materials. In 1952,
Crerar became one of the first libraries
in the U.S. to use a Teletype machine.
The National Translation Center, first
supported by the Special Libraries
Association and the National Science
Foundation, and later by the Library of

In 1945, Crerar’s head librarian, J. Christian Bay (left) recognized staff members with
25 or more years of service to Crerar, including (left to right) Mr. Stone, Miss Arnett,
Miss Penfield, Miss Nard, and Miss Salmonsen. (Chicago Daily News. University of
Chicago Photographic Archive, apf1-00392)

apf2-01946. 3. Western Union Telegraph Co. “How Telegrams are Sent and Received.” Crerar Ms. 226 v. 5 no. 44.
4. A 3D visualization in Crerar. 5. The Computer Science Instructional Lab opened in Crerar in 2013. The page 1 images,
images 1–3 above, and the photo below are held by the Special Collections Research Center.

Congress, was based in the John Crerar
Library from 1953 to 1993 and was the
central location for translations in the
U.S.
Today, the Crerar Library continues
its tradition of providing high-tech
services tailored to meet the needs of
our users. The Library has partnered
with the Research Computing Center
to equip our Kathleen A. Zar Room for
3D visualization with interactive touch
technology. The Computer Sciences
Instructional Laboratory (CSIL) makes
its home in Crerar, in support of the
College and Department of Computer
Science. Crerar’s expert staff members
provide point-of-need reference service,
in-depth research consultations, and
instruction sessions using the latest
online resources. In collaboration
with faculty, staff, and other specialists
from across campus and around the
world, they contribute to 21st-century
initiatives such as the Google Books
digitization project and the Sloan Digital
Sky Survey.
The John Crerar Library began
thanks to the philanthropy of one
individual but continues to thrive
due to the dedication and support of
many. This dedication and support
has taken many forms throughout the
years. In 2002, a gift from University
Trustee Harvey Plotnick supported
creation of online records for 20,000
titles in the John Crerar Collection of
Rare Books in the History of Science

and Medicine, located in the Special
Collections Research Center. The 2010
acquisition of the rare book collection
of the Rush University Medical Library
was made possible by a bequest from the
estate of Erica Reiner, the John A. Wilson
Distinguished Service Professor Emerita
in the University’s Oriental Institute, who
specialized in the history of Babylonian
science including medicine. The John
Crerar Foundation, established in 1981,
provides ongoing support for Library
programs ranging from the digitization of
collections to the presentation of exhibits
to the annual John Crerar Foundation
Science Writing Prize for College
Students. The creation of the Kathleen
A. Zar Room and the technology
that enables innovative research and
teaching in this space is supported by

the Kathleen and Howard Zar Science
Library Fund—which also supports a
biennial symposium series and collection
development at Crerar. Throughout the
years, support has come from these and
many others, all helping the Library to
expand collections, preserve materials,
and enhance services, programs, and
spaces.
The bequest that John Crerar gave
to Chicago in his will has nurtured
science research, teaching, and learning
in Chicago for 120 years, and we are
committed to seeing that it does so far
into the future.
Non est mortuus
qui scientiam vivificavit.
He has not died
who has given life to knowledge.

Digitizing Crerar’s History
PRESERVING THE HISTORY of the John Crerar Library has always been a priority at the University of Chicago Library. With approximately 230 linear feet of
historical material in the archives, we seek to digitize special documents and
images from the collection that highlight this history.
Over the next year, staff from the John Crerar Library and Special
Collections Research Center will work together to select archival material for
digitization and addition to a newly created website. Publications, such as Crerar
Currents newsletter, photographs in the University of Chicago Photographic
Archive, brochures, and other material are examples of items that will be
discoverable on this new website. We thank the John Crerar Foundation for their
support for this project.
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French
Illustrators
at War
Harris and Edelstein explore
WWI illustrations in a
Special Collections exhibition
En Guerre: French Illustrators and World War I runs through
January 2, 2015, in the Special Collections Research Center
Exhibition Gallery at the University of Chicago Library. In this
edited interview, co-curators Neil Harris, Preston and Sterling
Morton Professor of History and Art History Emeritus, and
Dr. Teri J. Edelstein speak with Rachel Rosenberg about the role
of French illustrators in World War I, the satiric and surprising
aspects of their art, and the origins of the exhibition.
What role did French illustrators play
in World War I, and how would you
say that affects their illustrations?

say twisting the knife in the back of the
government, but skeptical about official
wisdom. They glorified ordinary people
as best they could while raising questions
HARRIS: The French had a very well
about the war’s logic. The illustrations
developed illustrated tradition by the time
convey a more complicated set of messages
the war began, and that was one of their
than the propaganda posters of the time.
assets in the war. They recognized this on
EDELSTEIN: The posters, by and large,
a whole series of levels. A number of the
were made officially by government or
illustrations are funny. That is, they’re
quasi-government agencies. They were
satirical—they’re pointed. These artists
recruitment posters. They urged people
were aware of the ironies of war and are
part of a long French tradition of political to buy national bonds. The illustrations
in this exhibition reflect a much more
caricature. Many illustrations in this
show are by artists who were—I wouldn’t nuanced and personal take on the war.

4

|

LIBRA Fall 2014

Many of the illustrators were motivated
by patriotism, and many of these artists
served in the war.
HARRIS: Many were wounded. There was
a total mobilization in France, so almost
all of their artists who were fit and of
age— and who were not foreign nationals,
like Picasso—went to war. Many went to
the front. They were wounded—in some
cases, killed. The enemy was demonized
by many of the artists. The Germans, and
the Austro-Hungarians, and the Turks
were caricatured mercilessly—particularly
the leadership. So that wasn’t nuanced.

But what was more nuanced was the
way French illustrators presented the
experiences of the war and focused on
the poilu—the ordinary French soldier—
who was a key figure in every history of
the war.
Is there a particular example of a satiric or
subtle illustration that stands out for you?
One is by Lucien Laforge, a
socialist, an anarchist, who worked for
left-wing journals. He did a broadside
called Conte de fées that tells a story of
the war as a fairytale. The German ogre
is beheaded by three little girls playing
in a garden. Figuring out what he meant
by this is difficult. Was it an implied
critique of what the French referred to as
the bourrage de crâne, the war fever that
overtook people’s minds? Is it satirical?
Is Laforge poking fun at the reductionist
character of the war? Or is he, in fact,
endorsing the war? It’s hard to say.
HARRIS:

Are there aspects of the exhibition that
you expect to particularly surprise your
audience?
I think people will find
it unexpected and riveting to see the
extent to which the subject of World War
I appears in fashion illustration. The
reason for this is threefold. One, fashion
was a very important French industry.
Two, fashion was an area where the

EDELSTEIN:

French felt they could nationalistically
distinguish themselves from their
enemies. They felt that French fashion
was at a great remove from German
so-called fashion. Three, the illustrators
employed by fashion were, by and
large, out of work for the duration
of the war, so they turned their
attention to finding jobs elsewhere.
Many issues of La baïonnette feature
satirical cartoons that hinge on the
notion of French fashion. We also have
individual prints on patriotic themes
connected to the war that were done by
fashion illustrators.
Some of the items on display in En
Guerre and included in the associated
catalogue have long been a part of the
Library’s collections, but a great many
are part of your personal collections or
were collected by you and subsequently
donated to the Library. How did
you become interested in collecting
World War I illustrations, and how
did the Library help in developing the
exhibition?
We didn’t really start with
the war. I had been collecting French
illustrated books since the 1970s.
At a certain point, we realized that
the centenary of World War I was
approaching and we had more than
enough for an exhibition. And the
Library has a number of things that
have been very important, most
significantly La baïonnette, a quite
amazing illustrated magazine done
during the War. We hope that when
people come to the show they will
observe that these things survive only
because there’s a library that takes care
of them.
HARRIS:

O P P O S I T E PAG E , R I G H T: Cover for the
exhibition catalogue. Neil Harris and
Teri J. Edelstein. En Guerre: French
Illustrators and World War I, Chicago:
The University of Chicago Library, 2014.

Odette Champion. “Modes
de printemps: Berlin-VienneConstantinople.” Fantasio. Paris: Félix
Juven, [1915]. Gift of Neil Harris and
Teri J. Edelstein, The University of
Chicago Library.

L E F T:

Lucien Laforge. “Conte de fées.”
Paris: Librairie Lutetia, [n.d.]. World
War I Printed Media and Art Collection,
Kislak Center for Special Collections,
Rare Books & Manuscripts, University of
Pennsylvania.

A B OV E :

The Library and the
staff of Special Collections have been
endlessly supportive. We’re delighted
with our work with the Library.

EDELSTEIN:

O P P O S I T E PAG E , U P P E R L E F T: Louis
Lefèvre. “Sur le pont.” Rondes
glorieuses. [S.l.: s.n., n.d.]. 1ière série.
On loan from a private collection.

Neil Harris

Teri J. Edelstein

Visit the associated web exhibit at lib.uchicago.edu/e/webexhibits/enguerre
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Bringing South Asian Cultures to the World
Grants support UChicago Library’s digitization projects
By James Nye, Bibliographer for Southern Asia

M

AJOR GRANTS from
the U.S. Department of
Education, the National
Endowment for the
Humanities, and the
British Library are enabling
the University of Chicago
Library to expand and
enrich digital resources for South Asian
studies. UChicago faculty and students
benefit from these projects, as do
researchers around the world, through
our freely available online presentation
of books and images. In two instances
the projects are partnerships to digitize
materials located elsewhere, to make
these unique resources available to
UChicago researchers and others.

Historic Postcards of
Colonial India
The University of Chicago Library has
digitized nearly 12,000 historical postcards of colonial India from one of the
largest collections in existence. A grant
from the U.S. Department of Education
in 2009 and 2010 helped to support our
project to present the private collection
of Mr. Graham Shaw in London. These
postcards cover undivided India as well as
Nepal and Sri Lanka. Most date from the
1880s to the 1930s. They depict topographical features as well as the people
and their culture— from occupations and
faiths to modes of transport and humor.
The collection’s significance derives from
its extensive visual documentation, the
varied perspectives it provides for sites
over time, the postage stamps, and the
correspondence on the back of many
cards. A search engine being launched
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this fall at postcards.uchicago.edu will
allow users to search by location and
keyword or to browse through the cards
by category.

Monolingual and
Etymological Dictionaries
With the support of a two-year, $300,000
grant from the National Endowment
for the Humanities that began in July,
the University of Chicago Library
will be converting and disseminating
12 monolingual and etymological
dictionaries from our own collections
as electronic resources, extending the
coverage of our Digital Dictionaries of
South Asia (DDSA, at dsal.uchicago.
edu/dictionaries) and significantly
supporting humanities research and
advanced language learning. Additionally,
the 54 dictionaries currently available
from DDSA will be enhanced through
improved facilities for searching and
displaying data on desktop and mobile
devices.
The DDSA is already heavily
accessed by scholars and lay users, who

Images of an elephant battery (TOP)
and cotton cleaning in Bombay
(BOTTOM) from the private postcard
collection of Graham Shaw.

currently execute 4 million searches per
year. This project enhances the value of
the website by extending monolingual
lexical coverage in eight critical
languages: Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani,
Panjabi, Prakrit, Sindhi, Sinhala, and
Telugu.

Early Kannada Books
“Preservation and Access for Rare Early
Kannada Books” is the most recent
digitization project. The British Library’s
Endangered Archives Programme has
granted £44,950 (approximately $75,700)
to save more than 1,650 of the most
important early printed publications in
the Kannada language, which are held by
several public and private collections in
south India. This grant also covers a twoyear period that began in July.
Kannada is an important Dravidian
language spoken in south India since
the early modern period. The broad
spectrum of writings in these publications
are invaluable for historians of social,
cultural, literary, and intellectual change
in this region in the 19th and 20th
centuries. Digital page images will be
presented via our Digital South Asia
Library (dsal.uchicago.edu) and the
British Library.
The University of Chicago Library’s
South Asia collection is widely regarded
as the strongest North American
university collection about the Indian
subcontinent. These digital initiatives
expand the resources we are able to offer
through international collaborations that
open access to rare and unique scholarly
resources.

2014-15

THE BOARD OF THE LIBRARY
Diane Sperling Lauderdale, Chair;
Department Chair and Professor of
Epidemiology, Department of Health
Studies
Robert Bird, Associate Professor,
Department of Slavic Languages and
Literature, Department of Cinema and
Media Studies, and the College
Daisy Delogu, Associate Professor
of French Literature, Department of
Romance Languages and Literatures
Sydney Hans, Samuel Deutsch
Professor, School of Social Service
Administration
Richard Kron, Professor, Department
of Astronomy and Astrophysics and
the College; Fermilab: Experimental
Astrophysics Group
Brian Prendergast, Professor,
Department of Psychology and the
College
Steven Rings, Associate Professor of
Music Theory, Department of Music
Mindy Schwartz, Professor, Department
of Medicine
Mauricio Tenorio, Professor, Department
of History and the College; Director,
Center for Latin American Studies
Ruey Tsay, H.G.B. Alexander Professor
of Econometrics and Statistics, Booth
School of Business

EX OFFICIO
Robert J. Zimmer, President and
Trustee of the University; Professor,
Department of Mathematics and
Physical Sciences Collegiate Division
Eric D. Isaacs, Provost of the University;
Professor, Department of Physics, the
James Franck Institute, and the College
Ingrid Gould, Associate Provost for
Faculty and Student Affairs
Klara Jelinkova, Senior Associate
Vice President and Chief Information
Technology Officer, IT Services
Garrett Kiely, Director, University of
Chicago Press
Alice Schreyer, Interim Library Director
and Associate University Librarian for
Area Studies and Special Collections

Discovery, Powered
by New Systems

T

HE NEW UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO LIBRARY CATALOG, launched in
August, is now in regular use by faculty and students. The Catalog’s clean visual
design and advanced set of features allow users to more readily discover and access
the Library’s resources.
Based on VuFind, an open-source catalog originally developed at Villanova
University, the new Catalog has been tailored by UChicago Library staff
members to meet the needs of local users, as identified in an extensive series of
interviews with UChicago faculty and students. The new Catalog retains all of
the functionality users identified as valuable in the previous Catalog and Lens, such as
browsing by call number, title, and subject headings; ranking of search results by relevance;
and emailing and texting of records. It also adds new features that users requested, such as
easier access to ebooks and ejournals and
display of current availability on the search
results page.
The Library’s
Early feedback from students suggests
new Catalog and
that the new features enhance discovery and
ease of access. “The search results have been
management system
more relevant for the papers I was writing
facilitate research
during spring quarter,” said Sylva Osbourne,
AB’14, comparing the beta version of the
new Catalog to Lens.
“The new catalog system in general seems to be a significant upgrade over the previous
systems, and I have been using it with great success since it was released, even including
Chinese and other complex character encodings in my search terms,” wrote Jeffrey Tharsen,
a graduate student in East Asian Languages and Civilizations. “I’m particularly pleased that
we now have the call numbers and availability of items immediately displayed in the search
results list, both in the Brief and Detailed View.”
The new Catalog is powered by a new library management system, Kuali OLE,
also released in August. Kuali OLE was created by a partnership of some of the nation’s
leading university libraries, including University of Chicago, Indiana University (lead),
SOAS-University of London, Lehigh University, Duke University, North Carolina
State University, University of Florida, University of Maryland, University of Michigan,
University of Pennsylvania and Villanova University.
A B OV E : Rebecca Starkey (right), Librarian for College Instruction and Outreach,
discusses the new Library Catalog with Sylva Osbourne, AB’14. For advanced search
tips, click the “Help” link in the new Catalog banner, or contact us by email, chat, phone,
or in person through our Ask a Librarian service.
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The Library and
The University of Chicago Campaign

T

HIS FALL, THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO IS
ENTERING THE PUBLIC PHASE OF THE UNIVERSITY
OF CHICAGO CAMPAIGN: INQUIRY AND IMPACT,
which has a goal of raising $4.5 billion. The priorities of
the campaign, the most ambitious in the University’s
history, include support for faculty and researchers
who are shaping fields of inquiry, distinctive
educational opportunities for students at all levels, and
innovative programs to enhance the University’s local
and global reach and impact.
The Library serves as a vital center of inquiry and impact
at the University of Chicago, fueling groundbreaking research
and a transformative educational experience, while acting as a
mecca for scholars from around
the world. We are proud to support
inquiry and impact across all the
disciplines of the University, and
we embrace the opportunity to
participate in the University’s
campaign. Toward that end, we
seek to raise $26.5 million in
essential funds in four categories
that will enable us to build on our
strengths and continue our work as
a world-class and world-renowned
research library.

Distinctive Collections:
Special Collections and Global Resources
Among the Library’s most distinctive holdings are its Special
Collections of rare books, manuscripts, and archives, as well as
world-renowned area studies collections focused on East Asia,
Southern Asia, the Middle East, and Slavic and Eastern Europe.
Funds are needed to preserve and expand these invaluable
collections for future researchers and students. A $2 million
Special Collections Opportunity Endowment will enable the
purchase of unique items and rare collections that are available
for a limited time in a highly competitive marketplace. A
$2.5 million Global Resources Collections Opportunity
Endowment will allow the Library to seize special opportunities
in areas of the world where different acquisition patterns require
flexibility. And a $5 million Digital Program Endowment will
support the digitization of collections to enable new types of
research on campus and around the world.
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University’s research agenda. A $2 million Science Collections
Fund will bolster the John Crerar Library’s resources, including
online literature, databases for discovery, and tools to aid in the
discovery, management, visualization, and analysis of information
arising from research activities, such as ChemDraw, which allows
researchers to draw chemical substances. A $1.5 million Jewish
Studies Endowment will expand and enhance the Library’s current
Jewish Studies collection to serve the growing needs on campus in
this area.

New Library Services
The electronic age has created an increasingly complex
landscape for everyone from College students to advanced
researchers. New teaching techniques
and assignments create the need for new
study environments. Graduate students,
faculty, and visiting researchers have
highly specialized research needs that
often require in-depth consultation with
librarians. A $2 million Instruction and
Research Support Program Endowment
will enable the Library to teach users how
to optimize their use of both emerging
and established scholarly resources. A $1
million Study Spaces Fund will support the
creation of flexible spaces that are suitable
for collaboration and outfitted with the
latest technologies.

Strategic Opportunities

Expanding Areas

In order to embrace the promise and the challenges of the future,
the Library must be able to respond to opportunities as they arise.
New research needs will continue to emerge, and user demand for
rapid and innovative access to physical and virtual materials will
continue to grow. A $2 million Strategic Opportunities Fund will
allow the Library to sustain its strengths and maintain its forward
momentum. This fund will provide long-term support to test new
ideas through pilot projects, to use technologies of the future; to
hire experts for emerging initiatives; and to purchase products and
services developed by commercial vendors. A $3 million Strategic
Opportunities Collections Endowment will provide the Library
flexibility to obtain highly desirable, unique collections across the
disciplines when they come onto the market. The fund will also
support the University of Chicago Library’s fruitful partnerships
with peer institutions in order to increase collection coverage,
discoverability, and access.

The Library strives to anticipate the new needs of faculty
and students. As the University establishes and expands its
programs in areas such as molecular engineering and the
sciences, Jewish studies, and Latin America, the Library seeks
to establish expendable and endowed funds to build collections
and provide services that support emerging directions in the

For specific information on these and other campaign giving
opportunities and to learn more about the Library’s role in The
University of Chicago Campaign: Inquiry and Impact, please
contact Yasmin Omer, Director of Development for the Library at
773-834-3744 or at yasminomer@uchicago.edu.
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Enabling Worldwide Discovery of Rare Books

A Gift from Roger and Julie Baskes

E
John Ruskin (1819-1900). The King of the
Golden River. Illustrated by Arthur Rackham.
London: George Harrap, 1932. Special Collections Research Center, The University of
Chicago Library.

Gifts from the Library
of E. M. (Pete) Bakwin

L

IBRARY VISITING COMMITTEE
Life Member E. M. (Pete) Bakwin
(MBA’61) learned to love beautiful
books from his parents, both physicians
and art collectors. They had an unusual
way of encouraging him to read: his
mother gave him a beautiful book each
time he completed the previous one.
This year Mr. Bakwin presented a
group of literary and historical works
to the Library reflecting his interests in
first editions and books important in
history and literature. Among them are
first editions of all six volumes of Edward
Gibbon’s The History of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire (London: W.
Strahan; and T. Cadell, 1776-1788); Philip
Dormer Stanhope, Earl of Chesterfield’s
Letters … to his Son, Philip Stanhope,
Esq. (1806); and Memoirs of Samuel
Pepys, Esq. (1825), the first publication
of Pepys’s diaries from 1659-1669.
The gift also includes first editions
by favorite authors Charles Dickens
and Mark Twain. A limited edition of
John Ruskin’s The King of the Golden
River (1932), with illustrations by
Arthur Rackham, one of nine copies
with an original watercolor drawing by
Rackham; and many volumes in beautiful
decorated bindings, make this a visually
stunning gift as well as one that adds
important editions to the Library’s
collections.

NHANCING ONLINE CATALOG RECORDS for rare books is a high
priority for the University of Chicago Library in the University’s capital
campaign. Detailed cataloging is an essential tool for researchers to
discover handwritten annotations, special bindings or illustrations, and
other features of individual copies of rare books. The Library has long
recognized the scholarly value of this work, but without additional funding
the project could take as long as 20 years to complete.
Prominent Chicago cultural philanthropists Roger and Julie
Baskes stepped forward this spring as the right donors for this endeavor.
In his seven years on the Library’s
Visiting Committee, Mr. Baskes said,
he was impressed by “the Library’s
extraordinary commitment to keeping
its collections physically and instantly
accessible, at the very center of the
campus” through the construction
of the Mansueto Library. An avid
and knowledgeable book collector,
Mr. Baskes has also nurtured a long
affiliation with Chicago’s Newberry
Library, serving as a trustee and
Julie and Roger Baskes
previously as chairman of the board.
Over the last 30 years, he has cultivated a one-of-a-kind personal collection of rare
and historical books with maps.
In doing so, Mr. Baskes explained, “I became aware of the extraordinary
collections of rare books at the world’s great research libraries, especially as the
catalogs of these libraries began to be accessible online, and discovered that the
University of Chicago Library is one of the world’s most important repositories of
rare books. Julie and I also understand that however rare, beautiful, or extensive
such materials may be, their value to scholars is entirely dependent upon their
accessibility.”
With that in mind, Mr. and Mrs. Baskes made a $250,000 commitment to
support the cataloging project. “Twenty-first century readers and students of rare
books and manuscripts, whether part of the University of Chicago community
or from other parts of the world, will come to the Library after they have learned
from its online catalog that there exist materials important to their research,” Mr.
Baskes said. “We believe that little would add
to the value of the Library’s remarkable Special
Collections more than the enhancement and
editing of its catalog, and we are honored to
support it.”
Along with their monetary support, Mr. and
Mrs. Baskes are also donating rare and historical
books with maps that they have collected. So far
the Library has received approximately 100 titles
ranging from the 18th century to the late 20th. In
addition to American, English, and French books
with maps, the gifts include books in Japanese,
Armenian, and Ottoman Turkish. When they are
cataloged, the associated online records will bear
a custom electronic bookplate (pictured) and will
The electronic bookplate
be readily retrievable by searching the catalog for
for gifts from the Roger
the donor name.
Baskes Collection.
“We have long understood the importance
of improving access to our rare book collections by providing more detailed
and accurate catalog records,” said Alice Schreyer, Interim Library Director and
Associate University Librarian for Area Studies and Special Collections. “Roger and
Julie’s gift will make the unique features of our collections known to a wide range of
scholars who would otherwise not discover them.”
In recognition of their gift, a group study space in the Special Collections
Research Center will be named the “Julie and Roger Baskes Group Study.” Students,
faculty, and visiting scholars use this room to work collaboratively with rare and
historical materials.
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thank you

Visiting
Committee
to the Library

We wish to thank and recognize our donors who have made gifts or grants of $250 or more
between July 1, 2013, and June 30, 2014, to the University of Chicago Library. Through their
generosity, these individuals and organizations have supported the Annual Fund, the Library
Society, Library endowments, and special projects.
$250,000 and more
Julie and Roger Baskes
National Endowment
for the Humanities

$100,000–$249,999
Anonymous

$50,000–$99,999
The British Library
Trust Estate of
Lalitha Chandrasekhar
Trust Estate of Robert W. Evans
The Helen M. Harrison
Foundation

$10,000–$49,999
Anonymous
T. Kimball Brooker
Lydia G. Cochrane
Diane K. Gottlieb
Carol and Ralph Lerner
Carolyn and Robert Nelson
The Regenstein Foundation
Maxine H. Reneker
Smart Family Foundation
Kathleen and Howard Zar
Science Library Fund

Mary L. and Richard Gray
Randy Lowe Holgate and
John H. Peterson
Kinika and Vinay K. Jain
Danette Gentile Kauffman
Diana Hunt King and Neil King
The Korea Foundation
Lucy K. Marks and
Scott Sprinzen
Gail Pinc McClain
Ruth O’Brien and Stuart A. Rice
Col. (IL) Jennifer N. Pritzker
(Ret.)
Mary and Robert G. Schloerb
Louise K. Smith
Michael Thompson
Barbara Van Deventer
Joel Wachs

$1,000–$2,499

Anonymous
Clifford Ando
Mary Beth Beal
Joan and John Blew
Mary N. and David R. Brown
Alice T. Christ and
David M. Olster
The Donnelley Foundation
Muriel and Maurice* Fulton
$5,000–$9,999
Celia and David Hilliard
Estate of Edward D. Davis
Roberta and Beryl Eli Jacobson
Hanna H. Gray
Martha E. Jameson
Claire and Ralph H. Hruban
Alice Karl
The Kern Foundation
Charles A. Kelly
(John C. Kern)
L. Randall Koenig
Patricia and Michael Klowden
Julius Lewis
Susan M. and Donald Levy
Linda Krueger MacLachlan
Carol and Don Randel
Mary L. and
Susan Schlough and
William Michael Murphy
Andrew Abbott
Jocelyn Spitz Nebenzahl and
Trust Estate of John F. Steiner
Kenneth Nebenzahl
Virginia and Stephen M. Stigler
George F. Nichols, Jr.*
The Buddy Taub Foundation
Michael S. and Robert D. Novo
Preston M. Torbert
Victoria and George Ranney, Jr.
Katy O’Brien Weintraub
The Rhoades Foundation
Nancy H. Wilder and
with the cooperation of
Jerome V. Frazel
Julius Lewis
Barbara A. and
$2,500–$4,999
Robert J. Richards
Diane Adams
Anne N. Rorimer
E. M. (Pete) Bakwin
Paul T. Ruxin
William M. Card Charitable Trust Deborah H. and
Linda J. Corder and
Jason Bakwin Selch
Albert Somit
James and Edith Spain
Teri J. Edelstein and Neil Harris
Foundation
Margaret and James Foorman
Julia and Vernon T. Squires
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Barbara L. and
Robert W. Thompson
Jacqueline Wallace
Diana Churchill White and
Peter White
Wendall W. Wilson

$500–$999
Anonymous
Greta Myrrl Bever
Donald J. Bogue*
Catherine and
Addison Braendel
James H. Christian
Dorothy and David Crabb
Hazel S. Fackler
Lois K. and Alan M. Fern
Susan Tax Freeman
Katherine Haar
Eric H. Halvorson
Rebecca and Joseph Jarabak
Barbro C. and Norman O. Jung
Jeanne and Eben L. Kent
The Kern Foundation
(Anne and John Kern)
Mary Sue Kranstover and
Mark Davis
Judy T. Lindsey
Elisabeth Long
Estate of Yi-Chuang Lu
Tai-Loi Ma
Eileen Mackevich
Monica and
Charles P. McQuaid
Linda and Peter W. Parshall
Estate of Peter M. Rosenthal
Gretchen Schmutz and
Randal Picker
Alice D. Schreyer
Nancy F. Seyfried
Brenda Shapiro
Patricia and Kurt Steele
Lorna P. and Francis H.* Straus
Sem Christian Sutter and
John Q. Easton
David W. Tsai
Amy Ong Tsui and
Benjamin Ming Wah Tsui
Kathleen and Willem Weijer

$250–$499
Anonymous
William J. Alspaugh
Catharine D. and
Judson T. Bradford
Eleanor H. and
Robert N. Broadus

Thomas Edward Dannenberg
Daisy F. and Calvin L. Dixon
Rose B. Dyrud
Laura Engelstein and
Michael E. Geyer
Shirley and Frank Fitch
Ann Dudley Goldblatt and
Stanford Goldblatt
Margot and Robert Haselkorn
Janet and Robert Helman
Gertrud and Fritz Herlach
Edward Charles Hirschland
J. Michael Homan
Adele Hoskin
Elise Jacobson
Karlene Jennings
Bradley Jonas
Gail A. and Robert G. Klein
Bernard L. Krawczyk
Diane Sperling Lauderdale
and Vance Lauderdale III
Susanne and Oliver Lepsius
Jack Anthony Licate
Susan T. Lyon
Erin McKean and
Joseph P. Gerharz
Lucina Lea Moses
Angela C. Mota
Sarah R. Packard
Melanie and Charles* Payne
Laura Prail and
John L. Cella, Jr.
Praxair Foundation, Inc.
Hildegund and
James Ratcliffe
Martha Roth
Nancy and Martin Runkle
Alison Marie Scott
Regina Kram Shea and
Thomas Shea
Linnea Sodergren
D. Brett Stanwyck
Carol and Bernard Strauss
Patricia Swanson
Josie and James Tomes
Carrie M. and John T. Travers
Deborah and James Vaughan
Hazel and Carl Vespa
Jeanette Sarkisian Wagner
and Paul A. Wagner
James M. Wells
Judith M. Wright and
Mark A. Johnson
Mary Ruth Yoe
David E. Zuccaro
*deceased

Diana Hunt King
Chair
Diane Adams
E. M. (Pete) Bakwin
Roger Baskes
John C. Blew
Catherine Braendel
T. Kimball Brooker
Philip M. Burno
Marianna Tax Choldin
Margaret E. Foorman
Maurice Fulton*
Muriel Fulton
Mary Louise Gorno
Diane K. Gottlieb
Mary L. Gray
Anne M. Kern
John C. Kern
Michael Klowden
Dayna K. Langfan
Susan M. Levy
Julius Lewis
Eileen Mackevich
Carolyn Nelson
Jennifer N. Pritzker
Paul Ruxin
Robert G. Schloerb
Louise K. Smith
Albert Somit
Patrick Spain
Vernon T. Squires
Stephen M. Stigler
Virginia Stigler
James H. Stone
Michael Thompson
Preston M. Torbert
Joel Wachs

Library Society
Steering
Committee
Stephen M. Stigler
Chair
Mary Beth Beal
David M. Bevington
Philip M. Burno
Lydia G. Cochrane
Jerome V. Frazel
Diane K. Gottlieb
Edward C. Hirschland
Bradley Jonas
Charles A. Kelly
Gail Pinc McClain
Louise K. Smith
Patrick Spain
Virginia Stigler
Lorna P. Straus
Peter White
*deceased

The Library Society

C

HANGE IS IN THE AIR. Following Judi Nadler’s remarkable decade as Director
and University Librarian, we are (as I write this) awaiting the appointment and
arrival of the new director. Meanwhile, we have the steady and wise guidance of
Alice Schreyer as Interim Director.
The world of libraries is changing too, as much new material, including most
periodicals, arrives in digital format. But there is uncertainty in equal measures at
libraries and publishers as to what this will mean for the future. What will this mean
for our Library? My own guess is that there will be little fundamental change for at
least the next decade or so. Yes, we will adapt to the new world, but our physical collections
will remain critical to the library, and our status as a first rank library will be ensured by
that collection. Indeed, as electronic media become a common good, that which is unique to
Chicago will be of comparatively greater value.
The compilation of a concordance was once a valued scholarly enterprise; now the
internet is the concordance to everything. In his 1942 short story “Funes the Memorious,”
Luis Jorge Borges imagined a man, Funes, who as the result of an accident recalls everything
(even the act of recalling), but understands nothing. Without scholarly analysis, Big Data is
the Funes of our age. Scholarship is more important than ever.
“Digital” used to mean, “by hand,” and for most of the research world that will still be
true. No one who has encountered Google Books with all folding plates missing, or tried to
read small print on screen, can doubt the continued need for hard copy, and a large part of
what we hold will not be digitized in this century. Libraries will still be libraries, and ours will
remain pre-eminent.
My term as Chair of the Library Society ends with the arrival of 2015, and I thank all of
you for your support for the Library Society. I look forward to seeing you at meetings for the
indefinite future.
With best regards,

Stephen M. Stigler
Library Society Chairman and Ernest DeWitt Burton
Distinguished Service Professor, Department of Statistics and
the College, and Member, Committee on Conceptual and
Historical Studies of Science

2014-15 Library Society Speaker Series

Bibliographers are seeking funding
for a variety of titles that would be
valuable resources for University of
Chicago faculty and students. Below
is a small sampling of these items.
Bernard Bolzano. Theory of Science.
Translated by Paul Rusnock and
Rolf George. 4 vols. Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2014. This first
complete edition of Bolzano’s 1837
masterwork of theoretical philosophy
is important to those studying the
history of logic and philosophy. $625.
Jeremy Warren. Medieval and
Renaissance Sculpture in the
Ashmolean Museum. 3 vols. Oxford:
Ashmolean Museum, 2014. This
catalogue provides a complete, fully
illustrated record of more than 500
sculptures ranging from Romanesque
bronzes to Gothic ivories to High
Renaissance pieces. $795.
Georgios K. Giannakis, ed.
Encyclopedia of Ancient Greek
Language and Linguistics. Leiden:
Brill, 2013. This continually updated
electronic encyclopedia is a valued
reference work for students and
scholars of Greek, Biblical literature,
and linguistics and is requested
repeatedly by Classics faculty. $1,650.
For additional titles in need of funding,
please visit lib.uchicago.edu/e/
alumnifriends/libsoc/Desiderata.html.

Save the date for these Library Society lectures:
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2014
Neil Harris, Preston and Sterling Morton Professor of History and Art
History Emeritus, The University of Chicago, and Dr. Teri Edelstein
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2015
Rosanna Warren, Hanna Holborn Gray Distinguished Professor,
Committee on Social Thought, The University of Chicago
WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2015
Andrew Abbott, Gustavus F. and Ann M. Swift Distinguished Service
Professor, The University of Chicago

Desiderata

Rosanna Warren

To support the purchase of one of
these titles, please send a check
for the full cost, with the title in the
comment field, to The Library Society,
1100 East 57th Street, Room 180,
Chicago, IL 60637. You may also call
Barbara Palmer-Bostick at 773-7027695. Thank you for your generosity.

All lectures will be held in Regenstein Library Room 122 in the evening
and are open to the public with registration. To register and for updates including topics and
times, visit lib.uchicago.edu/e/alumnifriends/libsoc.
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1100 East 57th Street

Chicago, Illinois 60637

Libra can be found online at lib.uchicago.edu/e/libra.
Alice Schreyer Interim Library Director and Associate University
Librarian for Area Studies and Special Collections
Rachel Rosenberg Director of Communications
Contributors
Barbara Kern
Angela Mota
James Nye
Yasmin Omer
Barbara Palmer-Bostick
Joseph Scott
Stephen Stigler
Andrea Twiss-Brooks

Photographers
Lloyd DeGrane
Michael Kenny
Nicholas Labello
Mike Minehan
Jason Smith
Design
Boyle Design Associates

EXHIBITIONS
En Guerre: French Illustrators and World War I
Special Collections Research Center Exhibition Gallery
October 14, 2014 – January 2, 2015

W

ITH 2014 MARKING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY of the commencement of World
War I, En Guerre: French Illustrators and World War I offers a fresh exploration of
the Great War as viewed through French graphic illustration of the period. Drawing
on illustrated books, magazines, and prints, it presents a wide range of perspectives
essential to a deeper understanding of the war in France: patriotism, nationalism,
propaganda, and the soldier’s experience. The mobilization of the French national home
front is seen through fashion, music, humor, and children’s literature. Organized by noted
historians Neil Harris and Teri J. Edelstein, En Guerre features more than 100 examples
of vivid and colorful work of French illustrators and reaffirms the role that art can play in
serving and challenging power.

“A Library for All Time”
Celebrating the History
of the John Crerar Library
The John Crerar Library, Atrium
October 29, 2014 – March 31, 2015

T

HE JOHN CRERAR LIBRARY
is celebrating 30 years at the
University of Chicago and 120
years since its original founding
as a science and technology
library in Chicago. The exhibit
commemorates these anniversaries
and features historical photographs
and documents from the Library’s
archival collections which illustrate
the rich history of the John Crerar
Library.

