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Practical Work Among the Colored People

By CeLia PARkKER WOOLLEY.

HE colored people, more correctly, the American
T Negroes, suffer from two sets of obstacles, demonstrat-

ing at once the unkindness of fate and of their fellow-
creatures. The first are those hindrances which inhere in a
belated social condition and are part of the common inheritance
of ignorance, with accompanying sin or mistake, which all men
must outgrow. Added to these natural difficulties are others
purely arbitrary in their nature and more or less malevolent
and cruel in their operation,—those obstacles which spring
from race prejudice. In a word the Negro must overcome
not only the hardships incident to his placement in the line
of human advance, but, being not simply a Negro but an
American Negro, rescued but not yet delivered from a former
state of servitude, he must daily suffer from those special
trials and hardships which arise from caste feeling. No
Negro, however worthy or even great, but feels himself
hampered daily and hourly by this twofold consciousness of
race belonging and race exclusion.

In so far as the Negro must overcome the merely human
obstacles in his path, the task and problem are his and his
alone. The history of the past forty years may serve to
indicate his power to perform the one and solve the other.
No true friend of the black man would mitigate or lessen one
of these natural hardships. In so far as the Negro is ignorant,
indolent or vicious he must become intelligent, industrious
and virtuous. In so far as he falls short through any native
defect of the full requirements of the modern man, fully
equipped for his work in the world, alert, comprehensive, sym-
pathetic, wise, he must suffer and fail. Man, the maker of
his own destiny, the creator of his own good,—this is the foun-
dation stone on which Tuskegee is built. So strenuous and




uncompromising is Mr. Washington's teaching on this point
that he is continually accused of failing sympathy and of a
lack of true philosophic grasp of the subject. It is not the
object of this paper to enter into this discussion. Enough
that the leading Negro of his age has chosen this particular
rule of action and, disregarding all abstract discussions, has
set himself vigorously to work to correct and uproot those
evils which are general and human rather than those which
are special and racial. This example is being followed by
hundreds of men and women in the North and the South,
who are redeeming their race from social disesteem through
a notable personal success won in various useful and honorable
walks in life. The chief gains must be looked for along this
line, the greatest effort should be spent here.

Yet there are other obstacles to the Negro's progress, and
the most grievous of all, which the most earnest effort on his
part can do little to overcome. The long list of crimes, mis-
demeanors, petty and huge insults suffered in his character as
a Negro, and again as an American Negro, forms an indict-
ment against our boasted culture, our religion and our patriot-
ism which is our great standing reproach with the rest of the
civilized world.

It is important to preach the doctrine of self-help to the
Negro as to everyone else, but no doctrine is so often made
the bulwark of class tyranny and pride as this one, no doc-
trine is so often misstated. For it is not more man's duty to
work and take care of himself in this world than it is to afford
a friendly environment in which others can work. This is the
fundamental principle of the labor movement. The first duty
of the white man towards the black is to grant him a fair
field, with no favors it may be—but a fair field. “Equal op-
portunity !” These are the words which sum up all of the black
man’s just demands and the white man’s plain but everywhere
neglected duty. As it is the Negro suffers not more from the
open hostility of his white neighbor than from a shallow
friendship. The white man has not yet learned how to be a
friend to the Negro. His treatment of him is often generous,
seldom just. It is not friendship to ignore or condone certain
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manifest weaknesses and faults on the ground of race inher-
itance, to practice a system of false indulgence and kindness,
nor simply to give lavishly of money for the building of
churches and schoolhouses. True friendship here as elsewhere
can be built only upon a basis of recognized worth on both
sides, the admission of a common manhood guised under a
white, yellow or black skin. Much of our active kindness to
the Negro is literally but skin deep while all of our mistreat-
ment of him grows directly or indirectly from race distrust
and enmity.

I have not forgotten that T was asked by the editor of the
Liberal Review to write an article on “Practical Work Among
the Colored People.” My discussion may seem very abstract,
but no amount of “practical” work for the Negro will greatly
avail until prompted by a truer understanding of the subject
at large. The need on our part is not that we seek to do this
or that for the colored people in our midst as that we first try
to think aright on the entire subject. The first thing to do
is to correct the habit of swift generalization with which we
ordinarily think and talk on this subject. The white man does
not realize what he himself has lost both as thinker and
humanitarian by his peculiar treatment of the Negro. The
mass of evils growing out of the color problem affect not one
party to the issue alone. Social enmity in any form reacts first
and most disastrously of all upon the one cherishing that
sentiment ; secondly, and far less injuriously in the long run,
upon the victim or object of that feeling. I am continually
quoting the words of Booker Washington: “I am resolved that
no man shall drag me down by making me hate him.” When
we realize how every form of human distrust, personal or
social, drags us down, weakens and incapacitates ourselves
both for just thinking and well doing, we shall begin to cuil-
tivate other feelings more akin to our professions of religion
and humanity.

The first thing necessary in the case is that we should
learn to measure and judge the Negro on his merits as a
man, not as a particular kind of man. The Negro is a man
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first, Negro second; as a Jew is man first, Jew second; as a
workman is a man first, workman second; as a woman is
human first, woman second.

The Frederick Douglass Center aims to individualize the
black man, to estimate him on the basis of personal worth.
It is not formed to foster any sense of race hardship or griev-
ance though it must take direct recognition of such feelings
and work constantly to ameliorate and destroy them and their
cause. The objects of this new movement are best defined in
the second by-law :

“To promote a jusl and amicable relation between the
white and colored people.

“To remove the disabilities from which the latter
suffer in their civil, political and industrial life.

“To encourage equal opportunity irrespective of race,
color or other arbitrary distinctions.

“To establish a center of friendly helpfulness and in-
fluence in which to gather useful information and” for
mutual co-operation to the ends of right living and a
higher citizenship.”

The Douglass Center is a young organization, being now in
the second year of its active work. It is located at 3032
Wabash Ave., Chicago. It is incorporated and is governed
by a board of seven directors, three white and four black.
The membership list comprises many of the best names in
the city, prominent clergy, judges, the leaders of other settle-
ments, well-known club women, teachers, etc. The member-
ship fee is $1.00. The Center purchased its place of residence
in February, 1905, at a cost of $5,500. Four thousand of this
has already been paid, the colored members contributing nearly
half. The work is divided under several heads: A committee
on sanitation and housing is studying the methods of living
in the colored district ; that on business opportunities is formed
to assist worthy men and women to find suitable places of
employment. A committee on legal redress and advice is de,
fined in the title. Among the various activities are a woman’s
club, Mrs. Mary Redfield Plummer, president; Mrs, Ida Wells
Barnett, the well-known colored speaker, vice-president. The
forum is an organization of men which meets to discuss the

topics of the day. The department on civics, under the leader-
ship of Mr. E. C. Wentworth, is working on much the same
line. The lyceum is an organization of young people which
meets twice a month. There are classes in fiction, sociology
and English. A large room in the basement has been fitted
up for a gymnasium, the same room being used for a sewing
class Saturday forenoons. A vacation school was opened this
summer in Keith, corner of Dearborn and 34th Sts., where the
per cent. of colored pupils is seventy-five or upwards.

The Center aims to put itself in friendly touch with all
of its neighbors. It stands more for a sentiment, an idea, than
for an institution, and that idea is the mitigation of race
prejudice. The long parlor serves as an assembly room, where
Sunday afternoon meetings are held, the speakers being nearly
equally divided between the two races. Perhaps, thus far, the
chief good which the Center has accomplished has been for its
white friends, who through its mediation have come to know
somie of the leading, representative colored people and learned
how like they are in all essentials of a true, aspiring manhood
and womanhood, to other people. The dread question of
“social equality” is neither sought nor avoided in our dis-
cussions, this being a matter of individual choice and election.
The present writer claims a fair knowledge of the colored
people, and knows that they deprecate the continual discus-
sion of this topic as a source of needless vexation and disturb-
ance in the seeking of more important ends. The Negro is
not pushing himself socially into the company of his white
friends and acquaintances. On the contrary, he is practicing
a very plain, self-respecting reserve in this matter. He is
more apt to fail in response to the overtures of his white
friends than to unduly rush to accept them. The lively fears
of one race that another is seeking parlor acquaintance, with
all the privileges of a mixed social intercourse and inter-
marriage, are poorly founded. We fail to enter into the Negro's
state of mind here, engendered by long ages of severe abuse
and misunderstanding. He is not anxious to mix and mate
with a race which, in the majority, despises him. The best
type of the Negro feels that he has a work to perform in the
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loyal justification of his own people. He believes in himself
and in his race. He is more anxious to establish than to lose
his identity. He is at heart an ardent republican, and is fast
losing the mere party sense of that term. Badly as his country
has treated him he yet knows that he owes to her all that he
is and has, and, with fervent patriotism, longs to pay the
debt and play his part in the drama of our western republic.

The ideal complete of this republic will not be gained with-
out the co-operation of all the members of the great common-
wealth. The poorest and lowest in the ranks of citizenship
have their share to add to the general sum of national great-
ness. Only upon the broadest basis ‘of human brotherhood,
which recognizes no limitations of race, creed, sex or class,
will this republican ideal be realized.

The Negro is here, and he is here to stay. With or without
his white brother’s belief and aid he will reach the heights of
a true and lasting manhood. It is the white man’s loss, his
punishment and shame, if he does not extend this sympathy
and aid. Man can nowhere afford unbelief in man without
a deep moral contradiction. Only by a more sincere and active
belief in the proud principles we profess can we prove our own
worth and in any real, abiding way help our fellowmen.

Herein lies the tragedy of the age, not that men are poor,
All men know something of poverty.
Not that men are wicked,
Who is good?
Not that men are ignorant;
What is truth?
Nay, but that men know so little of each other.
—Du Bolis.

From The Liberal Review, September, 1906,

S ——




T T T e N
g — T
o .

e
o \
/ Frederick Donglass Genter,
S ——T06 Gast 4dth St
Chicago.

*“*With maiice towards none, with charity for all.”

@Dbjects.

0 promote a just and amicable relation between the white
and colored people. ;
To remove the disabilities from which the latter suffer in
their civil, political and industrial life.

To encourage equal opportunity, irrespective of race, color
or other arbitrary distinctions.
To establish a center of friendly helpfulness and influence, in which
to gather needful information and for mutual co-operation to the ends
of right living and a higher citizenship.

Directors.

CiELiA PARKER WOOLLEY, President,
Dr. CHARLES E. BENTLEY, Secretary,
MARY REDFIELD PLUMMER, Treasurer,
Joun O'CoNnNOR,
S. LAaiNe WILLIAMS,
F, L. BARNETT,
EvizaBeTH L. Davis




Standing @ommittces.

I. Social Statics.

To gather information about the colored people in Chicago and
establish a scientific basis of inquiry and helpfulness.
Chairmanship Unassigned.

II. Business Opportunities.

To extend aid and counsel to worthy men and women seeking self-
support and suffering from race prejudice.
MAkRY REDFIELD PLUMMER, Chairman.

III. €egal (Idvice and Redress.

To inquire into cases of legal injustice fostered by race enmity and
to uphold individual rights under the law.
JupGe A. N. WATERMAN, Chairman.

IV. Sanitation, Housing, Efc.

To improve the conditions of living among the colored population
A. EMMoGENE Paur, Chairman.

V. &€lub and Class Mork.

For intellectual and moral culture.
Avice E., Bates, Chairman

VI. (ivics.

For instruction in good citizenship.
Epwin Burrrrt SmitH, Chairman,

IMembers

EMMA S, Apams

JANE ADDAMS

JENNIE L. AVENDORPH
WiILLIAM G. ANDERSONN,
J. C, ANDERSON,

REV. WiLrLiam M. BAckus
Evizasete H., BALL

MRS, DEAN BANGS

ALIiCcE E, BATES

F. L. BARNETT

Ipa B. WELLS BARNETT
NELLY BAUMANN

DR. CHARLES E. BENTLEY
FLoRENCE BENTLEY

Juria E, BILLINGS

M. F. BiINGHAM

1. S. BLACKWELDER
GERTRUDE B. BLACKWELDER
Joun G, BLEY

Louis J. BLock

LAvura T, BRAVTON

JameEs BREWSTER

JupGe EpwaArp 0sGooD BROWN
HerLeN C. BROWN

CoRrINNE S. BROWN

Major Joun C. BUCKNER
Paese M. BUTLER

Mary B. C, Cox
CLARENCE DARROW
EvizaseTH A, Davis

Dr. CorNELIA B, DE BEY
OscAar DEPRIEST

MAJorR FRANKLIN DENNISON
Rev. FREDERICK E. DEWHURST
GERTRUDE P. DINGEE

W. E. BurGHARDT DuBois
Louise M. DUNNING
BeErTHA FAVARD

HeNrY L. FRANK
HexriETTE G, FRANK
Junce HENRY V. FREEMAN
C. W. FRENCH

Joun B. FRENCH

WiLLiam Erior FURNESS
Lucy F. FURNESS

ALBERT B. GEORGE
KarHariNneg P. GIRLING
SAMUEL S. GREELEY
REv. FRANK W, GUNSAULUS
Dr. GEorGE C, HALL
Mis. GEorGe C. HALL
Juria Prato HARVEY
CHARLES HAAs

MaryY G. Haas

REv, F. V. HAWLEY
ELLEN M., HENROTIN
Mary B, HERRICK

REv. JamEs HIGGINS
Kare M. HIGGINSON
Mary E, HoLMES
Emma CoLLYER HOSMER
Fanny J. Howe

Mary G. Hupson
MorTOoN DENNISON HULL
Harry E. HYMAN

Mrs. Harry E. Hyman
Major R. R. JACKSON
Rev. R. F. [oHONNOT

B. EMANUEL JOHNSON
JESSIE JOHNSON
SAPHRONIA B. JOHNSTON
KATHARINE A, JONES
REV. JENKIN LLOYD JONES
CrLARrA E, JONES

Pror. H. T. KEALING
WirrLiam E, KEEPERS
EumMA B. KEEPERS
Epwin H. KegEN

Ina Epwarps KEEN
KATE STARR KELLOGG
RoBERT W. LACY

Juria C. LATHROP
MAuDE LAWRENCE
WiILLIAM LE BARON
Eva LEwis

Jessie Bross Lroyp
Dr. JuLia Ross Low

J. GrAY Lucas
ScHUYLER F. LYNN
Mrs. SCHUYLER F. Lysn
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ARCHIBALD MACARTHUR R, A, J. Snaw

KETURAH PRATT MACARTHUR HAaTTIE B, SIMMONS
HENRY W, MAGEE J. B. SMILEY
BELLE PrRATT MAGEE ALBERTA MOORE SMITH
ELLEN A. MARTIN EpwIiN BURRITT SMmiTH
WiLLiam L, MARTIN MRgrs. EDWIN BURRITT SMITH
Mgs. OrTo H. MAaTz Joanna C. SNOWDEN
Fraxk McCuLLOUGH JosErH SPIEGEL
CaTHARINE WAUGH McCULLOUGH MATILDA SPIEGEL
EvrizaeTH McDoNALD WiLLiam R, STIRLING
Mary E. McDowgLL ALICE I. STIRLING
S. A. McELWEE REV. JosErPH StOLZ
RoBerT MCMURDY AGNES STUART
Mgs. RICHARD E, MOORE, Dgr. GRAHAM TAYLOR
0. 1.. MUNGER LeEan D. TavLoRr
Mgis. 0. L. MUNGER IsapDoRrRE P, TavYLOR
ANNA E, NIcHOLS REv. H. W, THOMAS
Joun O'CONNOR VANDALIA VARNUM THOMAS
NELLIE ]. O'CONNOR REV. WILLARD BROWN THORPE
ALTHEA M. OGDEN KATHARINE D, TILLMAN
CHArRLOTTE L., OLSON C. H. TREADWELL
GEORGE PACKARD HENRIETTA TREADWELL
CAROLINE HOWE PACKARD S. B. TURNER
Emma J. PARKER CAROLINE S. TWYMAN
GEORGE B, PARKINS HARRIET M. VAR DER VAART
MRS, GEORGE B, PARKINS HannaH T. VOLLMER
LAurA DAINTY PELHAM DRr. Lucy WaITe
DwicGHT HEALD PERKINS Mgs. C. J. WARD
MarioN H. PERKINS CHARLES C, WARREN
GeorRGE W, PLUMMER SARA J. WARREN
MARY REDFIELD PLUMMER MRgs. Lypia AvERY COONLEY-WARD
Louis F. Poust BookeEr T. WASHINGTON
Avice THATCHER Post JunGe A. N. WATERMAN
DR. CHARLES T. PRUYN S. A, T. WATKINS
MRgrS. HART RAWSON OLIVE E. WESTON
MR. J. G. RAYMORE James E. WaITE
Mgs. J. G. RAYMORE S. LAING WILLIAMS
Isaac J. REED Fansy Barnrier WILLIAMS
WALLACE RICE Dr. DaANIEL H. WILLIAMS
Mus. C. E. ROBERTS Mgs. DanieL H. WiLLiAMS
REV. Joun W. ROBINSON Mary H. WILMARTH
MRS. JuLius ROSENWALD DR. J. H. WoOLLEY

£ Wygiam M. SALTER CeLIA PARKER WOOLLEY
MARY G. SALTER MonroE N. WORK

M‘.ﬂ@s’rﬁn B. SAXTON ANNA L. WRIGHT
Mary G, SCHROEDER Epwarp H. WRIGHT
Dgr. GEORGE F. SHEARS EpiTH WYATT
JessiE E, SHEARS ELvLa F. Young

It is hoped that members will try to secure other names. The annual
fee is $1.00. Mrs. Woolley will be glad to meet or correspond with those
interested in the work of the Center.
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TRINITY MISSION

and CULTURE CENTER
No. 155 EIGHTEENTH STREET,

R. R. WRIGHT, Jr.", PASTOR




Dear Friexp:—Permit me to call attention to a field hitherto
neglected by definite, determined philanthropic effort.

TE{R}:% MNEE.égggSG About four years ago,a writ't):r' on “Crim‘e
OF CHICAGO.~  Among the Negroes of Chicago,” in the Ameri-

can Journal of Sociology, said: *“In the dis-
trict mentioned, [north of 22nd street, between Michigan avenue
and Clark street,] there are no Negro churches, except one or two
struggling Missions. These 7,500 colored persons are practically

outside the influence of the church. OF THE NUMEROUS SOCIAL
SETTLEMENTS IN CHICAGO, NONE ARE IN LOCALITIES WHERE
NEGROES DWELL IN LARGE NUMBERS. OF ALL THE PEOPLES
DWELLING IN CHICAGO’S SLUMS, THE NEGROES ARE THE MOST NEGLECTED.
THEY ARE THE ONES THAT NEED THE MOST WORK DONE FOR THEM.”

The result of this neglect is that a greater proportion of crime
exists here than any where else among the Negroes of the city, a
larger mortality, and other undesirable conditions.

To meet the religious and cultural demands of this neighbor-
hood as far as its resources will permit, is what Trinity Mission
is striving to do.

OUR AIM For centuries religion has been the centre of

the life of the Negroes, and the chief uplifting
force. The church has always been the most powerful, intel-
lectual, social, economic, and even political factor, as well as the
guiding moral and religious force in the life of the race. Says
the writer above quoted, “When the church is removed from a
district inhabited by Negroes nothing can take its place.” The
preacher is now, and always has been the one person, and almost
the only one, around whom the race would gather.

The center of our work is therefore THE CHURCH, where
in two Sunday services, Sunday School and Prayer Meeting,

WE STRIVE TO LEAD TO HIGHER IDEALS OF THE GREAT
TRUTHS OF RELIGION: LOVE, FAITH, RIGHTEOUSNESS, SALVATION,
PURITY, HEAVEN AND GOD, Etc.

Around this we hope to build other work of a practical social
nature as suggested in the following

ACTINITLES

For SOCIAL and RELIGIOUS uplift
The Church
Sunday School
Penny Savings Bank
Charity Aid Society
Women's Progress Club
Girls’” * Uplift " Club
Boys’ « Uplift ” Club
Employment Bureau
Sick Visiting Committee
Singing Class
Douglass Literary Club

It is proposed to establish, as soon as funds will permit, a
DAY NURSERY which is a MOST CRYING NEED of the many women
who have small children and who must work by the day; a Class
in Physical Culture, a Gymnasium, including Baths, Classes in
Manual Training, and in Domestic Economy, and another most
urgent need, 2 HOME FOR WORKING AND UNPROTECTED WOMEN.

Our most pressing need now is a new home. We began
work in a dark old building, and we wish to set an example by
getting out into better and cleaner and more inviting quarters.
WILL YOU HELP US D0 S0? Whatever you contribute will be grate-
fully received and wisely used. “The Lord loveth the cheerful giver.”




If you wish employment or to employ, address TRINITY
EMPLOYMENT BUREAU, 157 18th St., 1st floor.

REFERENCES:—

Bishop C. T. Shaffer, 3151 Forest Avenue.

Rev. G. C. Booth, D. D., The Institutional Church, 3825
Dearborn Avenue.

Bishop A. Grant,
Prof. Shailer Mathews, Dean, The University of Chicago.

THE PASTOR Is a native of Georgia, the son of R. R. Wright,

late Major and Paymaster in the United States
Army; now President of the Georgia State College. He was
educated at the school of which his father is president, and
the University of Chicago, from which he received the A. M. and
B. D. degrees, and the Universities of Leipzig and Berlin, Ger-
many. He resigned a Professorship in Wilberforce University
to come to Chicago for this work,

Please let us hear from you. With the hope of numbering you
among our friends. 1 am,

Yours for God and Humanity,
R. R. WRIGHT, Jr.
PasTor oF TriniTy Mission.

Residence, 91 Divinity Hall, University of Chicago.

Press of
Cafe Printing Co.
4638 Cottage Grove Avenue
Tel. Oakland 500
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¥Mrs. Celia Parker Woolley,
3032 Wabash Ave., Chicago

My dear lirs. Woolley:~
Your favor of the 16th

of August is received. The decision which you eriti-
cize was made in what I balieve-to be strict accordance
with the spirit of the club organization of University
Houses. That being the case I cannot see the necessity
of its reconsideration.

Regretting that the action taken does not meet
with your approval, I am

Very truly yours,
¥ %

g‘!.-hnhn
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_aley. Pres. S. Laing Willlams, Sec’y. Wm. Eliot Farnsss, Breas.
P Rector Building
>
’ / FredericK. Douglass Centre...........-
I 4 - 3032 Wabash Avenue
*To promote a just and amicable relation bettween the twhite and colored people.””
Teleshons 207 Dl Em = ——— s e N TR

c;;fcag;,____.._ e O 0 15y NOON.....
Dr. Harry Pratti Judson,
Prasidant of the University of Chicago.
Dear Sir:

The enclosad printed matter which describes the objects
of the Frederick Doug%ass Ceantre will explain also the motivs of
thia.%ebtar wvhich we beg you to beliave is wri'ten in a kindly
spirit.

The cass of Miss Simgson, late of Green Hall, who upon
our demand gave up her room there and sought quarters outside
the campus, is one which has aroused deep interest and concern
in and out of university cifcles.

We understand that your action in this matter was based
upon the consideration of the feelings of southern students. We
respactfully submit that nearly every colorsd young man and woman
seeking the benefits of your institution is a_"southern" student,
whose rights and feekings deserve e%u consideration with those
of white students, We submit also that though five residents
of Green Hall left because of the admission of Miss Simpson
their places were immediately filled. Moreover, more than that
nurber--al so southerners-- remained in the hall and expressed
approval of the action of Miss Breckenridge and "Nean Talbot in

itting the colored student. Miss Brackenridge is a southern-
ar--one of the new rising type rapidly ou rowinghsactional
rejudice. We ask you, sir, why you and ofhers who so constant-
y defer to "southarn" sentiment on this question so invaribly-
ignore the new and more progressive element in the south?

g Is it not the Eart of a great univarsity to do all in
its power to rebuke and destroy class feeling of every kind, and
instead of re-schoing the popular clamor about "southern" and

"northern" teach a true Americanism which givaes egpal opportunity
to all and makes individual merit the only test? It seems to us
thab an{ other course stamps either individual or institution as
unchristian and unrepublican.

This_action seems to us the more deplorable because
unnecessary. The affair had been fully arranged during your
absence upon the consent of those most nearly concerned, i.e.,
the residents of Green Hall. A geeat precedent was thus afforded.
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Tle Only Republican Newspager in
Cﬁff‘ﬂo.

°  VOLUME xxx:m.,

WILD PANIC
AT MASS AS
FLOOR FALLS

Wooden Sleepers at St. Jarlath's
Church Give Way and Marble
Flooring With Twenty Persons
Crashes Into Cement Basement,
Injuring Ten Worshipers.

FATHER CASHMAN RESTORES
, QUIET AND PREVENTS CRUSH

Parishioners Leaving Edifice as
Service Concludes When Acci-
dent Occurs—None of Victims |
Are Seriously Injured and Later
Services Are Resumed.

Weakened by dry rot to the breaking
point, wooden sleepers supporting the
marbie flooring of the vestibule of 8t Jar-

L lath's Catholle church. Hermitage avenue
—and Jackson boulevard, gave way yester-

T——
day I wm twenty persons
to the gem 2 basement below
and causing a p rest of the
congregation, who were leaving
at the close of service. All were more or
less geverely injured. Some one who hap-
pened to escape by being nearer the outer
e door raized an dlarm of fire; and the clang-
fng of engine and ambulance gongs within
a few minutes ndded to the terror of the
etruggling people wlthin the bullding. The ||
~———— Rov, Thomsas Oashman, pastor of $t. Jar-
Inth's, was the first to realize the actual |
situation, and it was largely through his
efforts that the audfence became guieted snd
Jéft the bullding without greater panic.
Hlnen of the !nsllred.
EELLY, yenrs old, 20 Gladys

RvenuA; ria‘hl gm hh’ure%‘md brileed; taken
{o bier home In wit's earriage,

KBLLY., MIS5 LORETTA, 18 years old, 26 Qladys
bm]u£ -

'.,vgnml gll;lal'l taken toher ‘home with

er mlsi u

MOFFET, 8 MARI run ol "l #h-
land huu.lwnrﬂ right an ned ;
taken to her home ln po ulnm:e.

COLLINS, uns IE"CN!E P.. Il!l eRrs old [0
Laflin street: left- arm broken and hruised o u.t
ho;ly. t'nkﬂ'i "to her home it nollu amb

JOHNHUN. GRORGIA Gh{ml ald, 068 Laflln
Btreet: thken homa with Collink.

_FITZGRRA LD LACEMAN 18, e |
treet pollce mmm. slightly hrulnu about lhn

O'DONOGHUE, JEREMIAH, 218 Campbell ave-

nug. sl.l;hl!r bruised in ns Isting th ” Injured

PRMODY. 3 ‘MEWE i52 itt street;

ER i Teay rent;
HHbE e

M‘RB SANNA i years old, ml
—_——— ;nt-ﬁ!a K ﬁo\'enydorl._j Hﬂ'
wamae went lo hgr huﬂh ununlneé

used L0 SRR s . y
w-"'m"’n‘“‘.a AN 16, WonkTaguars N
home iy her husban
Flooring Falls Wlth Crash.

The organist was playlng the closing notes
of the recesslonal, and - the alsles of the
church’ leading t6 the main vestibule were
gtill erowded when the fooring gave way.
The persons who erowded the vestibule es-
caped the secldent, but became panicstricken |
and attempted to force their way back into.
the church, Some of the members of the |
congregation who were still in the structure |
pelieved the building was on fire, and at-
tempted to force their way out. While the
congregation was struggling In the chureh |
&nd a ecore of injured persons were lylng in
the cement walled pit, cansed by the breaking
of the marble fooring, crying for help,

- fire enginés and ambulances arrived, and
the noise of thelr approach added to the
excltement.

Priest Subdues Panic.
e Whue the mem‘bers of the wn;:;a;atlon
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Celia Parker €©oolley. Pres. S, Laing Williamas, Sec'y. Wm. Eliotr Farness. Greas.

Rector Building
Frederick Douglass Centre
3032 Wabash Avenue
**To promote a just and amicable relation bettween the twhite and colored people.”
Telephone 207 Douglas
Chicago,.... .. .. Aug. 16th, 190.7

Dr. Harry Pratt Judson--2.

We cannot but think that hal you chosen to leave matters as you

fagn% them, there would have been less dissatisfaction than now
exists. :

This letter is written in behalf of the directors of
the F.D.C. whose names are attached. It expresses also the
sentiments of a membership of nearly five hundred, the majority
White, The enclosed partial list of members comprises, as

you will see, many of our best known and most influential
citizens.

. . Hoping that you will give this question further con-
sideration, and that your final decision may be in the interest
of no one class or section, but for the good of all concerned
and for the promotion of the spirit of justica, we are

Yours very Gruly,
bie Pkow Wity
V2
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Copy of Hulhert's letier

concerning Wright.

Chicago} Nov. 15, 1904,
¥r. John 0'Connor, w{
108 LaSalle At,,
Chiecago, Ill.

My dear Sir:
We take pleasure in joining with Dr, Hawitt and
Professor Mathews in commending Mr. R. R. Wright, Jr. to yeur

favorable consideration. Mr. Vright has taken his theological
course }n our Divinity School, and last quarter received from the
University the degree of A. M, His work as a student with us has
baen of a high order, and he is held in esteem By his instruetors
and fellow students., We are confident he can do successflly
any work which he consents o undsriake.

We remain

EALH.

Very cordially vours,
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Nr. R. R. Wright, Jr.,

91 Divinity Hall.

In reply to your recent

?WM%uhwmtrjammtmm

with Professors Hulbert, Henderson and others in the

my hope that you will be most successful. Your

preparation has been of a character to enable you to -4
do good work and achieve large results. &
- Trusting that your expectations may be -
realized, I remain
Yours very truly, |
W. R. Harper

- -"Lj'
o .
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HovwNe,O'CoNnNOrR & HovyNE
_ ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS
%g?:ﬁx.ngnm CHICAGO STOCOK EXCHANGE BUILDING
MACTAY HOYNE
HARWY D. TRWIN

108 LA SALLE ST,

CHICAGO.

(e Dict, J.0'C, Nov, 7,1904,
A

A e

R.R, Wright, Jr,,

9) Divinity Hall,

‘ University of Chicago,

City.
My dear Sir:-

I am interested in the Frederick Douilass Centre, Mrs,

Woolley has told me about your work, and I have becamé quite lnterested
ity 1t

It would give me great pleasure to become acquainted with you,

and I shoulé be pleased if you could call at my house,5210 Woodlawn
Avenue, some evening when I am at home.

Coulé you call next Friday
evening ahout elght o'clock?

Yours ver}zg truly,

" A
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HovyNE,O'ConNORr & HovyNE
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS

mmg M-)‘Ig:{n'l: CHICAGO STOCK EXOHANGE BUILDING
wdm 108 LA SALLE ST,
AT CHICAGO.
Dict, J.,0C, Nov , 28,1204 |

Rev, R,R, Wright, Jr.,
91 Divinity Hall,
University of Chicago,
Chicagoe
iy dear lir, Wright:-
Yours enclosing Letters of Professors Hulunert

and Henderson, and Mr, Hewett, together with newspaper clipping, has

Lbeen recelved. I received Professor Matthews' lLetter several days

=0 g

I sxuvict sume results,-not very liarge of course, put yet
encouraging- from the talk yvou are to give at the Kenwood Church to-
morrow, I spoke to Dr, Crosser, pastor of the c¢hureh, and one or
two laGies who take an active part in the church's affairs, about
vour work, last evening, Mrs, O'Connor will do all she can 1o 1elp
vou to interest the lLadies of the emirch in your wuark at the meeting
L OMOTrrow,

Yours very t ruly,

R

-
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