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Descriptive Summary

Identifier ICU.SPCL.BACHNERR
Title Bachner, Rudolph. Papers
Date 1969-1993
Size 0.75 linear feet (2 boxes)
Repository Special Collections Research Center
University of Chicago Library
1100 East 57th Street

Chicago, Illinois 60637 U.S.A.

Abstract Rudolph Bachner (1905-1997) German-born writer and chemist. The
collection contains three typescripts of Bachner’s work, including two novels
and an unpublished memoir.

Information on Use
Access

The collection is open for research.

Citation

When quoting material from this collection, the preferred citation is: Bachner, Rudolph. Papers,
[Box #, Folder #], Special Collections Research Center, University of Chicago Library

Biographical Note

Rudolph Bachner was born in Hamburg, Germany in 1905. He studied chemistry and
philosophy, and began his career as a chemist, while also writing for Germany’s Weltbiihne and
Literary World. After Hitler rose to power in the Germany, Bachner fled to France in 1937
and, after a period of internment, joined the Foreign Legion as a volunteer and worked with the
French resistance. He later emigrated to Spain, and then the United States, where he settled in
La Jolla, California. He continued to write in the United States until his death in 1997.

Scope Note

The collection contains typescripts of three works written by Bachner.

Published in 1993, Destination Unknown: A Tale of Survival is an English translation of
Bachner’s novel Flucht ohne Ziel: ein Leben in der Emigration (Hamburg, 1985.)



The novel Quartett in Moll (Studie eines Niedergangs) was published in Germany in 1986

“Reflexionen einer Nacht” is an unpublished memoir, dated 1969.
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Box 1

Folder 1
Destination Unknown: A Tale of Survival, translated by Ute Assman-Ruben, published
version, Pittsburgh, Dorrance, 1993

Box 1

Folder 2
Destination Unknown: A Tale of Survival, translated by Ute Assman-Ruben, typescript
photocopy, 1990

Box 1

Folder 3
Quartett in Moll, (Studie eines Niedergangs), typescript photocopy with manuscript
annotations, undated

Box 2

Folder 1-4
Reflexionen einer Nacht, typescript with manuscript annotations, 1969



