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Descriptive Summary
Identifier

ICU.SPCL.MS1

Title

Alberti, Leon Battista, De re aedificatoria. Manuscript (Ms 1)

Date

circa 1485

Size

1 volume; 30 x 21 cm.

Repository

Special Collections Research Center
University of Chicago Library
1100 East 57th Street
Chicago, Illinois 60637 U.S.A.

Abstract

Treatise on architecture. Text in Latin. Codex Ms 1.

Information on Use
Access
The manuscript is open for research.
Digital Images
Original documents, texts, and images represented by digital images linked to this finding aid are
subject to U. S. copyright law. It is the user's sole responsibility to secure any necessary copyright
permission to reproduce or publish documents, texts, and images from any holders of rights in
the original materials.
The University of Chicago Library, in its capacity as owner of the physical property represented
by the digital images linked to this finding aid, encourages the use of these materials for
educational and scholarly purposes. Any reproduction or publication from these digital images
requires that the following credit line be included: Special Collections Research Center,
University of Chicago Library.
Commercial publication projects require the permission of the University of Chicago Library
and may be subject to a use fee. To order publication-quality reproductions, or for permission
to copy or use any part of the digital images attached to this finding aid for any commercial
purposes, please contact the Special Collections Research Center.
The images presented here may include materials reflecting the attitudes, language, and
stereotypes of an earlier time period. These materials are presented as historical resources in
support of study and research. Inclusion of such materials does not constitute an endorsement of
their content by the University of Chicago.
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The University of Chicago Library appreciates hearing from anyone who may have information
about any of the images in this collection.
Citation
When quoting material from this collection, the preferred citation is: Alberti, Leon Battista, De
re aedificatoria. Manuscript, Codex Ms 1, Special Collections Research Center, University of
Chicago Library
Scope Note
Combining scholarly knowledge of ancient sources and models and an innovative architectural
technique, Alberti's treatise on architecture was composed in 1452. De re aedificatoria provided
the Renaissance with an organized program for architectural design. By using new mathematical
techniques and relationships found in musical harmony, Alberti achieved a balanced proportion
which was emulated throughout the Renaissance.
The Chicago manuscript, which originated in Sicilian Italy during the last quarter of the
fifteenth century, was probably produced by a large scriptorium, since as many as ten scribes
collaborated on it. Large blue Roman initials were intended to mark the beginning of each
section, but after the Introduction and Book I, the initials have not been painted in.
This work has been rebound and binding fragments retained. See the Special Collections
circulation desk for additional information.
Additional description
Related Resources
Browse finding aids by topic.
Subject Headings
• Alberti, Leon Battista, 1404-1472
• Architecture -- Early works to 1800
• Manuscripts, Latin (Medieval and modern) -- Italy
INVENTORY
Volume 1

Codex Ms 1
View cover (front)-fol. 26v. http://pi.lib.uchicago.edu/1001/scrc/md/ewm-0001-01
View fols. 27r-59v. http://pi.lib.uchicago.edu/1001/scrc/md/ewm-0001-02
View fols. 60r-92v. http://pi.lib.uchicago.edu/1001/scrc/md/ewm-0001-03
View fols. 93r-125v. http://pi.lib.uchicago.edu/1001/scrc/md/ewm-0001-04
View fols. 126r-158v. http://pi.lib.uchicago.edu/1001/scrc/md/ewm-0001-05
View fols. 159r-191v. http://pi.lib.uchicago.edu/1001/scrc/md/ewm-0001-06
View fols. 192r-224v. http://pi.lib.uchicago.edu/1001/scrc/md/ewm-0001-07
View fols. 225r-257v. http://pi.lib.uchicago.edu/1001/scrc/md/ewm-0001-08
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View fols. 258r-cover (back.) http://pi.lib.uchicago.edu/1001/scrc/md/ewm-0001-09
View original binding. http://pi.lib.uchicago.edu/1001/scrc/md/ewm-0001-10
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